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Part I:  Introduction 

Welcome to the National Resident Matching Programõs (NRMP) Registration, 
Ranking, and Results (R3) System.  You are about to begin the important process 
of selecting a fellowship program through the matching service administered by 
the NRMP.  The process is complex and usually concludes on Match Day.  It is 
our intent to provide you with an accessible, user -friendly process. 
 
This User Guide is designed to provide you with detailed information about the 
NRMP and the (R3) System. Detailed, easy-to-use instructions are included to 
assist you in the registration process and to simplify the ranking of programs and 
the retrieval of Match results.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact a member of the NRMP Client and 
Technical Support Staff. 
 

Phone: 202-862-6077 
Toll -Free: 866-617-5834 

Fax: 202-828-4797 
E-mail: nrmp@aamc.org 

Web site address: http://www.nrmp.org  
 
 
 

About the NRMP 

The National Resident Matching Program (NRMP) is a private, not -for -profit 
corporation established in 1952 to provide a uniform date of appointment to 
positions in graduate medical education (GME).  Five organizations sponsor the 
NRMP and appoint members to the board:  
 

The American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) 
The American Hospital Association (AHA)  
The American Medical Association (AMA)  

The Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC)  
The Council of Medical Specialty Societies (CMSS) 

http://www.nrmp.org/
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How the NRMP Process Works 

Because it provides a uniform date for decisions about fellowship selection for 
both applicants and progr ams, the NRMP eliminates the pressure that might 
otherwise fall upon applicants and programs to make decisions before all their 
options are known.  The Specialty Matching Services Match Participation 
Agreement contains the policies and procedures developed to accomplish this 
objective and should be reviewed carefully.  
 
Since January 1998, an applicant -proposing algorithm has been used in all NRMP 
matches.  Offers made to applicants by the various programs are determined by 
the applicants' preferred order l ists (rank order lists).  Applicants match into the 
program listed highest on their list that also ranked the applicant and that did 
not fill all available positions with applicants the program preferred as 
determined by its rank order list.  
 
There is one cardinal rule  for both programs and applicants: neither must ask 
the other prior to the Match to make a commitment as to how each will be 
ranked.   Each party may express interest in the other; however, questions as to 
how each will rank the other must be avoided and must not be solicited.  Neither 
programs nor applicants should consider the otherõs comments about interest as 
commitments.  Candor and honesty are important for both programs and 
applicants. 

The Role of the NRMP in Medical Education 

The NRMP is not a centralized application service for graduate medical 
education programs and cannot advise applicants in selecting specialties or 
programs.  The NRMP does provide an impartial venue for matching  applicants 
to programs according to the preferences expressed by both parties in their final 
certified rank order lists.  
 
Types of Positions Offered Through the NRMP Specialty Matching Services 
(SMS)  
 

 Fellowship positions (F)  are in sub-specialty programs that begin 
subsequent to the completion of a residency training program.  
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The Application Process 

Candidates should carefully review eligibility requirements and employment 
policies when applying to fellowship programs.  For instance, one consideration 
for applicants living abroad is that many programs requ ire on-site interviews.  
Applications should be submitted to programs as soon as possible in order to 
accommodate deadlines for supporting documents and interview schedules.  Do 
not send any program applications to the NRMP.  
 

Communications with Program Directors 

Program directors review candidates' credentials and, if interested, invite them 
for interviews. The NRMP encourages frank and open discussion between 
applicants and program directors during the interview process.   
 
Applicants are responsible for the completeness, timeliness, and accuracy of the 
information provided to programs, and programs are expected to provide 
complete, timely,  and accurate information to interviewees, including a copy of 
the contract the applicant will be expected to sign if matched to the program and 
all institutional policies regarding eligibility for appointment to a residency or 
fellowship position.   This information must be communicated to interviewees in 
writing prior to the applicable rank order list certification dead line.  
 
The ranking of an applicant by a program or of a program by an applicant 
establishes a binding commitment between them should they be matched.  
Appointments, however, are dependent upon applicants meeting all eligibility 
and employment requirements  in effect at the time that rank order lists are 
submitted.  Institutional policies take precedence over the results of the Match.  
 
The Match Participation Agreement  does not preclude one party from expressing  
interest  in the other.   It is not a violati on for an applicant or a program director 
to volunteer how one will rank the other; however, any attempt to request such 
information is a violation of the Match Participation Agreement signed during 
the registration process.  Verbal or written s tatements implying a commitment 
should not be solicited, nor should applicants be required to reveal the names or 
identities of programs to which they have or may apply.   Rank order lists take 
precedence over verbal commitments. 
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Part II:   Registration 

Applicants register in  the NRMP Registration, Ranking, and Results (R3) System 
and submit personal profile information that may be updated after the initial 
registration process.  During the initial registration, applicants are assigned an 
AAMC ID number and select a personal p assword of their choice. 
The AAMC ID number and the personal password will be used by the 
participant to access the R3 System for future sessions.   

Registering for NRMP Matches 

To register for NRMP matches, applicants complete the new applicant 
registrati on process.  Basic profile information is entered to obtain an AAMC ID 
number.  This information is needed so that AAMC can uniquely identify each 
applicant.  
 
To use the R3 System, Internet Explorer 6.0 (or greater), FireFox version 3.0, or 
other Mozilla c ompatible browsers are required.   The R3 System uses features 
such as JavaScript, Java applets, and cookies that must remain enabled for the 
System to work. Either a PC or Macintosh computer can be used provided the 
computer has Internet access; however, the R3 System does not support the use 
of Safari by Mac users. If you wish to use a Mac, please download a free version 
of Firefox for Mac using this link, http://www.mozilla.com/en -
US/firefox/all. html  
 
To Register for NRMP Matches: 

1. Start a web browser.  

 It is recommended that Internet Explorer 6.0 (or greater), FireFox version 3.0, 
or any other Mozilla compa rable web browser be used. 

2. Enter the address for the NRMP web site (http://www.nrmp.org ) into the 

location bar. 

 

Click Register/ 

Login to enter  

Match Site  

The Fellowship 

Match button 

gives detailed 

information 

about the 

Match.  

http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/all.html
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/all.html
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3. Click the Register / Login  button at the top of the page. 

 If you want to view detailed information about the Fellowship Match, click 

the Fellowship Matches  button.  

4. Click the Applicant Registration  link.  

 

Register 

for NRMP 

matches 

here  
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 This links to the Select Match  page. 

 

5. Select the radio button for the fellowship match for which you are registering 

and click SUBMIT . 

 Only active matches are available. An òXó appears next to matches that are 
not open for registration.  

 This links to the Select Participant Type  page. 
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6. Select your participant type by clicking on the appropriate radio button and 

then SUBMIT , which takes you to the Register for NRMP Matches  page. 

 

 Choices include: 

 Previous Graduate of U.S.  Allopathic Medical School 

 Student/Graduate of Osteopathic Me dical School 

 Student/Graduate of Canadian Medical School  

 Student/ Graduate Fifth Pathway Program  

 U.S. Citizen Student/Graduate of International Medical School  

 Non-U.S. Citizen Student/Graduate of International Medical School  

 Senior students cannot particip ate in fellowship matches.  
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 The Register for NRMP Matches page is displayed automatically.  

 

7. Enter your information.  

 All fields with asterisks (*) are required and must be entered.  

 You must provide an e -mail address so that the NRMP can communicate 
with yo u quickly and easily.  Our email address, nrmp@aamc.org, should be 
added to your personal contacts, address book, òSafeó, or òPeople I Knowó 
(for AOL users) list to ensure you receive our communications.  If you fail to 
do so, you could miss important reminders or other information essential to 
the Match process. 

 If you know your AAMC ID number from a previous match or from 
registering for ERAS, please enter it.  Otherwise, leave this field blank. 

 You must search for your medical school by clicking the search icon  next to 
School Name. 

mailto:nrmp@aamc.org
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 Enter a password of at least six characters in the Password field.  

 Passwords have a maximum length of ten characters.  They may be 
alphanumeric and are case sensitive.  For security reasons, passwords should 
be known only by the applicant.  

 Enter your password again to confirm in the Confirm Password field.  

 Select the two security questions and enter your personal responses. 

 Should you forget your password in the future, you will be asked to an swer 
your two security questions to obtain a new password.  Security question 
answers are case-sensitive and should be entered exactly as it was initially 
entered. 

 Review and verify all information for completeness and accuracy.  

 NRMP staff members do not have access to user passwords. 

8. Click the SUBMIT  button to submit registration information.  

 If you prefer not to submit registration information, click the CANCEL  

button.   

 The SUBMIT  button  takes you to a page that displays your AAMC ID and 

password.  NRMP recommends that you print this page for future reference, 
using your browserõs print option. 

 

 The next time you enter the R3 System, you will use your AAMC ID and 
password to Login.  

 If the system cannot assign an AAMC ID number, the following screen will 
be displayed.  You must contact the NRMP before you can proceed with 
registration.  
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9. Click the CONTINUE  button and the Update Profile  page is displayed. 

 If you click CANCEL , you must Log in  next time.  Do not select Applicant 

Registration again.  

 

 The Update Profile  page is similar to the Register for NRMP Matches  page.  
It contains information required for registration as well as contact 
information such as current address, phone, and fax numbers.  Upon initial 
registration, all applicants are brought to  the Update Profile  page to verify 
and update this information.  

 Note that your AAMC ID is now displayed.  

Your AAMC ID is now 

displayed here  
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 Complete any fields that currently are empty or should be updated with 
current information.  All fields with asterisks (*) are required and must be 
entered. 

 You must provide an e-mail address so that the NRMP can communicate 
with you quickly and easily. Our email address, nrmp@aamc.org, should be 
added to your personal contacts, address book, òSafeó, or òPeople I Knowó 
(for AOL users) list to ensure you receive our communications.  If you fail to 
do so, you could miss important reminders or other information essential to 
the Match process. 

 You will need your USMLE ID or your ECFMG ID to complete this page if 
that informa tion is required for your participant type.  

 If you do not know your ID number, please contact your medical school or 
ECFMG to obtain this number.  

 Review and verify all information for completeness and accuracy.  

10.   Click the SUBMIT  button to save and/or upda te the profile information.  

 If you prefer not to save changes, click the CANCEL  button.   

mailto:nrmp@aamc.org
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The SMS Match Participation Agreement  

The SMS Match Participation Agreement is a binding agreement  between the 
programs participating in the Match, the applicant, an d the NRMP.  The policies 
set forth have been developed to assure all participants a fair and equitable rank 
ordering and matching process.  The Agreement should be reviewed carefully 
before beginning the Match process.  All participants in the Match are expected 
to be familiar with these policies.  All matches between hospitals /programs and 
applicants constitute a firm commitment between all involved parties to honor 
the results of the Match.  For your reference, the SMS Match Participation 
Agreement is posted on the NRMPõs public web site at 
http://www.nrmp.org/fellow/policies/map_sms.html . 

Completing the Match Participation Agreement 

After an applicant completes the Update Profile  page, he or she will be asked to 
agree to abide by the Terms and Conditions  as stated in the Match Participation 
Agreement Among  Applicants, the NRMP, and Participating Programs . 
 
To Complete and Accept the NRMP Agreement: 

1. Read the Important Notice.  This introduct ory page highlights important 
tenets of the Agreement.  Although the entire Agreement is binding upon 
parties, certain areas may require your specific attention. 
 

 

http://www.nrmp.org/fellow/policies/map_sms.html

