
 

Non-IMG Independent Applicants:  
Eligibility and Participation in the Match  

 

You’re eligible to enter the Main Residency Match if you graduated from one of the following:  

• A U.S. MD program accredited by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education 
(LCME®)  

• A U.S. DO program accredited by the Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation 
(COCA) 

• A Canadian medical school accredited by the Committee on Accreditation of Canadian 
Medical Schools (CACMS) before July 1, 2025  

 
All applicants participating in the Match must be verified. As a non-IMG independent applicant, 
your medical school must verify that you’ve officially graduated and are eligible to begin 
graduate medical education (GME) training on July 1 in the year of the Match.  
 
How does my school verify me?  
After registration opens, medical school officials and administrators are prompted to log into 
the NRMP’s Registration, Ranking, and Results® (R3®) system to view the students and 
graduates from their school who have registered for the Match. After ranking opens for the 
Match, school officials and administrators are prompted to verify their graduates in the R3 
system. Verification status is visible to the applicant in the R3 system once ranking starts. 
Applicants who have been verified will see their status in the R3 system as “Verified.”   
 
What happens if my credentials are not verified?  
If for any reason your school does not verify your graduation and eligibility to enter GME on 
July 1 in the year of the Match, the NRMP will contact the school official and request that the 
verification be completed. If you are subsequently not verified by the Rank Order List 
Certification Deadline, you will be withdrawn from the Match. That means:  
 

• Your rank order list will not be used when the matching algorithm is processed, and you 
will not be eligible to participate in SOAP.  

• You may apply only to positions in non-Match participating programs at the published 
time during Match Week.  

• You cannot contact or apply to non-Match participating programs prior to the published 
time during Match Week.  

• You cannot contact Match-participating programs until after SOAP concludes.  
 
What if I no longer want to participate in the Match?  
Independent applicants can choose whether to participate in the Match and can withdraw 
themselves up until the Rank Order List Certification Deadline to accept a non-Match position.  

 

 


